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t Superintendent Thomas Hensley to Retire
After serving as Southern York County School Dis-
trict’s Superintendent for 15 years,  Dr. Thomas 
Hensley will retire at the end of the 2013-14 school 
year. He announced his retirement at the February 
Board of Education meeting and read from a state-
ment. 

“While I am excited about this new chapter in my 
life called retirement, leaving a place that I call home 
is difficult,” he said. “I have enjoyed greatly sharing 
such an important and meaningful mission with 
so many talented and committed board members, 
administrators, teachers, staff members, students, 
parents, and community members. I have always 
been proud of the high quality of our District, of the 
people who produced successes, and the progress we 
have made in helping more and more kids achieve at 
higher levels.”

While he will miss his ‘Southern Family,’ Dr. Hens-
ley said he plans to spend more time with his wife 
and family, including his two grandchildren.

With a career that has spanned 41 years, Dr. Hens-
ley said he will always remember the District for its 
Southern Way, a special place where “people care 
about our children and each other.” He added that 
the District will continue to thrive with this phi-
losophy.

Sandra Lemmon Appointed New Superintendent 
Assistant Superintendent Dr. Sandra Lemmon has been appointed 
as the new Superintendent of Schools, beginning July 1, 2014. 
She has worked at the District for 13 years, having served as the 
Assistant Superintendent for the past three years.  In addition, Dr. 
Lemmon served as the Director of Curriculum & Instruction for 
two years, and was the Shrewsbury Elementary School Principal 
for eight years.

“It is truly an honor to be able to serve each of you in this role as 
well as the entire school district,” she said. “My commitment to 
all of you is first and foremost, I will make each decision in the 
best interest of the students and the District. In addition, I will 
continue with our mission and vision of excellence and the culture 
of the Southern Way.” 

Dr. Lemmon has a proven record of strong and enthusiastic 
leadership and has been able to successfully supervise, create, 

and develop highly effective instructional and curriculum programs, according to Board President Rob-
ert Schefter. “Her exceptional human relation skills and strong understanding of data analysis and best 
instructional practices have resulted in outstanding student achievement,” he said. “Dr. Lemmon has dem-
onstrated a genuine commitment to serve the Board, students, parents, teachers, staff, and community.”  

Superintendent Dr. Thomas Hensley said Dr. Lemmon’s extensive experience in coordinating, developing, 
and evaluating curriculum, as well as, organizing District-wide projects in instruction, assessment, and 
staff development make her a perfect fit.  “While her skills and experience are impressive, it is her love of 
children and her belief that every child can succeed is what makes her an exceptional person and educator.”
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board of school directors
Robert Schefter .................................... President
C. Dianne Masimore ..................... Vice President
Bruce Bauman ......................................Treasurer
Dr. Wayne McCullough .........................Secretary 
                                                      (Non-Member)
Judi Fisher .............................................. Member
Jerri Groncki ........................................... Member
Ronald Groncki  ...................................... Member
Karen Hellwig  ........................................ Member
James Holley .......................................... Member
Allie Waldron  ......................................... Member
Eli Holloway ....................Student Representative

administration
Dr. Thomas R. Hensley ...............Superintendent
Dr.Sandra L. Lemmon ........Asst. Superintendent
Dr. Wayne McCullough ............. Chief Financial &  
                                                Operations Officer
Dr. Kim Adkins................Director of Curriculum &  
                                                            Instruction

board meetings
The Southern York County School District Board of 
Education holds meetings on the  third Thursday of 
January, February, March, April, May, June, July, 
August, September, October, November, and the 
first Thursday of  December, unless otherwise not-
ed. Meetings are held at 7 p.m. in the Conference 
Room of the District Administration building, unless 
otherwise noted. Meetings are also televised live 
via Comcast’s Cable TV Channel 99.

contacting the school district
(717) 235-4811

Friendship Elementary.......................... Ext. 1290
Southern Elementary ............................ Ext. 2265
Shrewsbury Elementary ....................... Ext. 5360
Southern Middle School ....................... Ext. 3253
Susquehannock High School ............... Ext. 4238
Susquehannock Guidance ................... Ext. 4243
Transportation ...................................... Ext. 7350
Tax Office.............................................. Ext. 7300

mission statement
The Southern York County School District, through 
a cooperative effort with the family and community, 
will provide a quality learning environment that pro-
motes character, fosters responsibility, and chal-
lenges students to achieve their potential.

Adopted by Board of Education - 6/21/01

* * *
The Southern York County School District is an 
equal opportunity educational institution and will 
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, ancestry, sex, or disability in any of its activi-
ties, programs, employment policies or practices as 
required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1974, 
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, 
or Sections 503 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973, or the American Disabilities Act of 1990.  
Employees and participants who have an inquiry or 
complaint of harassment or discrimination, or who 
need information about accommodations for per-
sons with disabilities, should contact the office of 
the Assistant Superintendent of Schools, Southern 
York County School District, P.O. Box 128, Glen 
Rock, PA 17327-0128 or call (717) 235-4811.

* * *
publication

The Southern Way is published four times a year—
October, January/February, April, and May/June 
through the Marketing and Public Information Of-
fice of the District.  

website
www.sycsd.org

© 2014; Southern York County School District. All 
rights reserved.

Last Day of  Classes 
and Graduation Set 
The Pennsylvania Department of Education 
approved the last day of school for students 
as Friday, June 6, 2014 because the District 
has met the state’s required number of 
instructional hours for the 2013-14 school 

year. Early dismissal for June 6th will be as follows: secondary schools will dismiss at 11:44 
a.m. and elementary schools will dismiss at 12:30 p.m.

In addition, commencement ceremonies for the Class of 2014 will take place Friday, June 
6, 2014 at the Robert E. Lau Memorial Field, beginning at 7:00 p.m. Should inclement 
weather arise, graduation will be held indoors at the Susquehannock High School gymna-
sium. 

Schools Battle, Raise More Than $4,300
Administrators, teachers, and staff from the Southern York County School District 
stacked apples and washers, tossed Ping Pong balls,  scooted and slalomed across the 
gym floor, shot baskets, and competed in sumo wrestling, all in order to raise money 
for the Southern York County School District Foundation’s scholarship program.

The sixth annual Battle of the Buildings raised more than $4,300 for student schol-
arships. Teams from each of the six buildings competed in various races and events, 
while fans from each of the schools packed the Susquehannock High School gym and 
cheered for their teams.

The events consisted of Apple Stacking, Ping Pong Madness, Washer Stacking, Scooter 
Hoops, Lunch Tray Relay, Speed Skate Slalom, and a new feature – Sumo Wrestling – 
where representatives from each school competed in three matches.

Superintendent Dr. Thomas Hensley and Southern Middle School Principal Dr. Len 
Reppert were part of the evening’s featured wrestling match, which led to a tie breaker, 
and a Dr. Hensley victory. Prior to the tie breaker, the crowd honored Dr. Hensley 
with a standing ovation for his service after Dr. Reppert announced his upcoming 
retirement.

This year, two teams won the Battle of the Buildings’ competition, including an ele-
mentary and a secondary winner. Southern Elementary and Susquehannock High 
Schools finished with the most points and captured this year’s Battle of the Buildings’ 
trophies. Shrewsbury’s Team Good Times also earned the Spirit Award for the event.
“A very special thank you goes to all the participants and those who donated their 
time and efforts to make this event a great success,” said Chuck Abbott, Athletic 
Director and event coor-
dinator.

“Through our efforts, we 
were able to raise $4,340 
for the Southern York 
County Foundation to 
benefit our students 
in the Southern York 
County School District.”

In the six years since the 
inception of the Battle 
of the Buildings, the 
District has raised more 
than $26,000 for stu-
dent scholarships.

Participants from Southern Middle and Susquehannock High  
Schools battled in Scooter Hoops.
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SHS and SMS Students Receive Art and Writing Awards
Students Were Awarded Gold Keys, Silver Keys, and Honorable Mentions

Several Southern Middle and Susquehannock High School students 
recently earned awards in the 2014 South Central Pennsylvania 
Scholastic Art & Writing Competition.  
The nationally recognized program awards students for their cre-
ative excellence in 28 different categories. The categories vary and 
range from poetry, journalism, and short story, to painting, archi-
tecture, and digital art. Students in grades 7-12 from the surround-
ing counties are eligible to showcase their talents and have their 
entries judged by area artists and literary professionals. Students 
who earned silver or gold keys were invited to the awards ceremony 
at the State Museum in Harrisburg. 

The following Susquehannock High School students earned awards 
in the competition:

• Adelaide Achterberg won two silver keys in writing, one in 
poetry and one in humor;

• Sara Cerreta won a gold key and a silver key in photography, 
and three honorable mentions, one in photography and two 
in art;

• Emma Gruner won an honorable mention in short story 
writing;

• Kathleen Quinn won a silver key in science fiction writing;
• Victoria Rassa won three gold keys for digital art and two 

honorable mentions, one in drawing and one in digital art;
• Brooke Weber won a silver key in poetry writing.

The following Southern Middle School students earned awards in 
the competition:

• Hannah Munch won an honorable mention for her short 
story writing;

• Hunter Davis won an honorable mention for his poetry writ-
ing.

Victoria Rassa’s Fish Face Guy image (at right) was also selected as 
the show’s banner and printed on signs and advertisements.

Featured in the photo are, left to right, Hannah Munch, Sara Cerreta, 
Tori Rassa, Hunter Davis, Brooke Weber, Kathleen Quinn, and Emma 
Gruner; missing from photo - Adelaide Achterberg.

Student Places First in Poetry Contest
Hunter Fultz, a fifth grade student from Shrews-
bury Elementary School, recently won first place, 
for her poem, Owls, in Martin Library’s 26th 
Annual Poetry Contest. More than 150 entries 
were received from students in first through 
12th grades. Fultz placed first in the fifth and 
sixth grade division.

Each year, the contest awards first, second, and 
third place winners from all divisions. Entries 
were submitted by librarians and teachers on 
behalf of their students. Poems were judged by 
a panel of independent judges, who base the 
entries on originality of content, style, creativity, 
and presentation.

“Hunter is a phenomenally gifted writer and I encouraged her to enter the contest,” Teacher Natalie 
Robar said.

Winners were recognized at Martin Library, where they read their winning poems aloud and received certificates. Winning poems will 
be compiled into a booklet that each winner will receive, which will also be placed in circulation in the Children’s Library. 

Featured above are Hunter Fultz, left, 
and her teacher, Natalie Robar, right. 

Owls
Hiding the night completely unseen
To do that, you must be very keen

You watch and stare with your big eyes

Twitching and flinching at every small sound,
You glide so low without touching the ground

How do you get your wings so strong?
Not to mention, they’re very long!

Your color is so amazing
And your eyes are always gazing

Even with a temper so foul,
I still wish I could be an owl!
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Susquehannock High School music students were selected through 
audition to participate in the Pennsylvania Music Educators Asso-
ciation (PMEA) District 7 Band Festival, which was held at Lan-
caster Mennonite High School and consisted of 44 schools. The 
students selected this year were seniors Adam Fishburn on percus-
sion and Katie Martin on bass clarinet, sophomore Reed McGar-
vey on trumpet, and junior Anthony Stem on French horn. The 
guest conductor for the event was Dr. Willis Rapp.

During the festival, these students also auditioned for the Region 
V State Band Festival. McGarvey and Stem were selected to per-
form  in the Regional Band, with Stem placing as first chair out of 
16 French horns. The festival took place March 14-15, 2014 at Big 
Spring High School in Newville, Pa. 

During the Region V Band Festival, Stem was selected for the 
PMEA State Festival on March 26-29, 2014. He performed as part 
of the Wind Ensemble, which according to Susquehannock High 
School Band Director Christian Poole, is the highest level for wind 
and percussion students.

SMS Honors Band 
Six students from Southern Middle School participated in the York County 
Middle School Honors Band, which was held at Central York Middle School. 
The ensemble was comprised of band students from 12 York County middle 
schools. The students spent three days rehearsing and then performed a concert 
of several different music pieces. This year’s guest conductor was Dr. Galen 
Leitzel, a retired York County band director and the Director of the Hanover 
Lyric Band. 

Featured in the photo are, front row, left to right: Aaron Gibbs and Alexander Dennis; back 
row: Mariane Harden, Asa Smith, Southern Middle School Band Director Justin Presley, Con-
nor Skevington, and Emma Steinauer.

Two Susquehannock High School students 
participated in the Pennsylvania Music Edu-
cators Association (PMEA) District 7 Cho-
rus Festival and one qualified to perform in 
the Region V Choral Festival.

Senior Jimmy Sergent, (Bass I) and junior 
Ethan Paules (Tenor I) performed in the 
PMEA District 7 Festival, which was held 
at Central Dauphin High School in Harris-
burg. They were selected after auditioning 
last fall.  

Following an additional audition process, 
Paules advanced to the PMEA Region V 
Choral Festival, which was held February 
13-15, 2014 at Chambersburg Area High 
School in Chambersburg, Pa. 

“These re-auditions determined which of 

the students in each voice part would con-
tinue on to the PMEA Region V Chorus,” 
Susquehannock High School Choral Music 
Director Jay Althouse said. 

In order to move on to Region V Cho-
rus, students must place in the top 13 of 
their sections. “I am pleased to announce 
that Ethan placed 10th in his section and 
therefore, earned a place in the Region V 
Chorus,” Althouse said. “Congratulations 
are extended to Ethan on this wonderful 
honor.”

Jimmy Sergent, left, and Ethan Paules, right, 
performed in the PMEA District 7 Chorus Festi-
val and re-auditioned for the Region V Chorus. 
Paules was selected and performed in the Region 
V Festival.

Students Perform in Choral Festivals

Featured in the photo are, left to right, Anthony Stem, Katie Martin, Reed 
McGarvey, and Adam Fishburn.

Students Perform in Music Festivals
SHS Band Students Qualify for District, State Festivals
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Athletic Achievements

Ideal for groups & 
trips of all kinds

Our school buses aren't just for kids. From �eld 
trips to corporate events, choosing yellow is the 
a�ordable alternative for a variety of groups and 
destinations.

Cost
  Competitive rates
  Less costly than a motor
  coach
  No-frills buses equal savings  
  for you
  Low cost per passenger

Professionalism
  Clean, reliable buses
  Professionally trained drivers
  Standards-compliant 
  maintenance program
  Industry-leading safety features

A Proud Sponsor of  The Southern Way,
Southern York County School District’s Newsletter

Susquehannock High School All Star Teams
Congratulations to the following Susquehannock High School 
winter student athletes for being selected to the YAIAA/York 
Daily Record/Coaches All-Star Teams:

 Katie Wagner – Girls’ Basketball
Makenzie Fancher – Girls’ Basketball

Shannon Druck – Girls’ Basketball
Dan Ferraro - Boys’ Basketball

Zach Gleockner – Boys’ Swimming
Brandon Loehmer – Boys’ Swimming

Congratulations to the Susquehannock High School girls’ basket-
ball team, which received the District III AAA silver medal and 
advanced to the state competition.  In addition, seniors Katie 
Wagner and Shannon Druck both scored their 1,000th career 
game points this year.

Sportsmanship Award
The Susquehannock High School girls’ basketball program, 
coaches, and fans have been selected for the Gretchen Wolf 
Swartz Sportsmanship Award for 2014. This is the seventh time 
that the girls’ basketball team has been chosen for this award. In 
addition, two senior members are qualified for either a $7,500  or 
a $2,500.00 scholarship. Applicants for the award may be senior 
players, team managers, or cheerleaders.  Since the beginning of 
this award in 2001, Susquehannock girls’ and boys’ basketball 

programs have been recognized 11 times and senior student ath-
letes have collected a combined total of more than $30,000 in 
scholarship money.

The Winter All-Stars include, front row (left to right): Shannon Druck, 
Katie Wagner, and Makenzie Fancher; back row: Brandon Loehmer, Dan 
Ferraro, and Zach Gloeckner. 

5



Three Susquehannock High 
School students competed 
in the regional competition 
of the Pennsylvania High 
School Computer Fair. The 
competition was comprised 
of three counties, including 
Franklin, York, and Adams.

The students competed in 
the Logo Design category, 
where they designed next 
year’s computer fair logo, 
and the Graphic Design cat-
egory, where they created 
a restaurant business from 
scratch.  Senior Joey New-
ton finished first and senior 
Victoria Rassa earned third 
place in the Graphic Design 
category, in which they pro-
duced the concept and name 
of a restaurant, and designed 
the logo, stationary, and 
menu. Newton will advance 
to the state competition on 
May 20, 2014 at Dickinson 

College in Carlisle, Pennsyl-
vania.

In addition, Rassa earned 
second place and senior 
Sadie Leslie finished fourth 
in the Logo Design category.

“These students have put 
a lot of hard work into 
these professional designs 
and it was exciting to see 
them stand proudly by 
their designs,” according to 
Susquehannock High School 
art teacher Wade Bowers.

The Pennsylvania High 
School Computer Fair is an 
annual event that highlights 
the application skills and 
computer knowledge of high 
school students. Students 
compete in several catego-
ries, including Animation, 
Computer Fair Logo, Digital 
Movie, Graphic Design, Pro-
gramming, and Web Page 
Design.

Students Compete in Regional  
Computer Fair Competition

FES Secures Grant for Books
The Friendship Elementary School Library was awarded a 
$2,000 grant from the Target Corporation that will be used 
for the purchase of replacement copies of many of the library’s 
most popular fiction books.  

“This is the second year in a row that the school’s library has 
been awarded grants from Target for replacing worn out copies 
of some of our most loved books,” Friendship Elementary 
Librarian Anne Bozievich said.  “We also use the grant money 
to purchase additional copies of the library’s most popular 
titles.”

These duplicate copies will also support the school’s Reading 
Buddies program, where third and fourth grade students read 
aloud to first grade students, she added. From Dr. Seuss and 
Curious George books to stories by Beverly Cleary and Laura 
Ingalls Wilder, 184 new fiction books were purchased as a 
result of the grant, Bozievich said.

Bozievich applied for the “Classics for Kids” Target grant, 
which is designed to put classic children’s titles in the hands of 
the students. The grant allows more students to share classic 
children’s titles with their peers and leads to more character 
and story discussions, Bozievich said.

“In a school library, one way to gauge a book’s popularity is 
to check its circulation record,” she said. “The more often a 
book is checked out, the more popular it is with readers. In 
the Friendship library, we have many books that never make 
it back on the shelves because students check the books out 
again directly from the returned books cart.”

The grant is part of Target’s ongoing efforts to build strong, 
safe, and healthy communities across the country, said Laysha 
Ward, Target President of Community Relations.

“That’s why we are proud to partner with the Friendship 
Elementary School Library as we work to strengthen 
communities and enrich the lives of our guests and team 
members,” Ward said.

Friendship Elementary School Librarian Anne Bozievich purchased 
184 new fiction books with the Target grant.

Senior Joey Newton placed first in the Graphic Design category.

Senior Victoria 
Rassa placed 
second in Logo 
Design.
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Middle School Students Take Stand Against Pediatric Cancer
Southern Middle School Raised More Than $22,000 From its Annual Mini-THON

Students at Southern Middle School 
danced, raced, and played games for 
seven hours recently to help children 
with cancer. As part of the Four Dia-
monds Fund, the school raised more 
than $22,000 to help combat childhood 
cancer. The Four Diamonds Fund, which 
began in 1972, assists children who are 
treated for cancer at Penn State Hershey 
Children’s Hospital, along with their 
families. 

Inspired by Penn State’s yearly dance 
event, THON, the Mini-THON at South-
ern Middle School was the culmination 
of a year-long fundraising effort. 

 

During this year’s Mini-THON, teachers, 
Joanna Chronister and Sabrina Asper 
raised more than $680 and donated their 
hair to the Locks for Love charity. Other 
event guests included Angelina Stewart, 
Susquehannock High School junior and 
Miss Pennsylvania High School America 
2014. Stewart encouraged students to 
sign her anti-bullying pledge. In addi-
tion, representatives from Spring Grove 
Area Middle School’s Mini-THON helped 
lead Southern Middle School students in 
a Zumba class.

With 185 students participating in this 
year’s event, this was also the first year 
that multiple students each raised more 
than $1,000, said Laura McCusker, Eng-
lish teacher, and Southern Middle School 
Four Diamonds Fund advisor.

“This was the largest fundraising total 
for the Mini-THON event in six years, 
she said. “It was also the largest student 
participation we have had at the Mini-
THON.”

Throughout the fundraising program, 
middle school students paid to throw 
shaving cream pies at their teachers one 
day and duct tape them to the cafeteria 
walls the next and sold candy grams and 

various foods at lunch and school events. 
The Mini-THON also hosted a basket 
raffle at the District-wide Battle of the 
Buildings program, which raised $655.

Several local businesses also supplied the 
foods for the event. “The Mini-THON 
would like to thank our local donors for 
their generous contributions,” McCusker 
said. 

The Mini-THON continues to accept con-
tributions online. They may be placed 
through the month of April on the fol-
lowing website: 
http://fourdiamonds.donordrive.com/
event/sms14.

Middle School students learned several 
Zumba steps during the annual Mini-THON.

A Proud Sponsor of  The Southern Way,
Southern York County School District’s Newsletter

John Sajko, left, and Andrew Weaver, right,  
paid to duct tape, left to right, Jim Lebo and 
Bill Terney to the wall.
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Southern Middle School Program Named Exemplary 
The Southern York County School District’s Best Buddies Program at 
Southern Middle School was selected by Shippensburg University as an 
‘Exemplary Program’ in the state of Pennsylvania. 

The program was showcased at Shippensburg University, where the 
District staff received an Exemplary award. This event benefits teach-
ers and administrators from across Pennsylvania. 

“This is our 13th Exemplary Program Award in the past 15 years,” 
Superintendent Thomas Hensley said.

The annual event is sponsored by the Shippensburg University School 
Study Council, a professional development partnership between public 
school districts and the University.

“Congratulations are extended to Karen Somerville, our Autistic Sup-
port Teacher, Joelle Fair, Autistic Support Paraprofessional, Len Rep-
pert, Southern Middle School Principal, and Donna Shick, Southern 
Middle School Assistant Principal, for representing our District in such 

an outstanding manner,” Hensley said.

The Best Buddies Club began at Southern Middle School during the 2012-13 school year. Funded by a grant through Autism 
York, the program promotes positive interaction among students who have autism and their peers. “Middle school is all about 
finding yourself,” Somerville said. “We have a very eclectic group in Best Buddies. Students come to the club not knowing what 
to expect and they embrace diversity.”

The club promotes social practice in a caring and comfortable setting for students who are on the autism spectrum. Somerville 
serves as advisor to the club. “My kids enjoy Best Buddies so much and it opens up doors for them,” she said.   

This year, there are approximately 40 members in the social club. Club members meet twice a month at school and also par-
ticipate in outside activities, such as the Annual Autism Walk and Healthy Kids Day, which takes place April 26, 2014 at the 
Southern Branch YMCA.

Best Buds and Buddies Partner with YMCA for Autism Walk
The Best Buds and Best Buddies Clubs 
at Susquehannock High and Southern 
Middle Schools are partnering with the 
Southern Branch YMCA for a community 
day of activities, food, and fun at its fourth 
annual Autism Walk, Saturday, April 26, 
2014 at the YMCA in Shrewsbury. The 
event will be held in conjunction with the 
YMCA’s Healthy Kids Day.

The free event will take place, rain or 
shine, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and 
will feature walks around Miller Park. The 
program also includes face painting, a DJ, 
a bounce house, baked goods, hamburg-
ers, hotdogs, walking tacos, games, sports, 
and raffle baskets.

The YMCA’s Healthy Kids Day features 
events across the country to inspire fami-
lies to move, learn, and live healthier. Pro-
ceeds from the dual event benefit the Best 
Buds Club at Susquehannock High School, 
the Best Buddies Club at Southern Middle 
School, and Autism York. Autism York is 
an organization in York and Adams Coun-
ties, which provides support, events, and 
programs for autistic individuals, along 
with their parents and families.

Both school clubs are social organizations 
that promote positive interaction among 
students who have autism and their peers. 
In its fifth year at Susquehannock High 
School, the Best Buds Club matches stu-
dents who seek social role models, with 
other students, who serve as their peer 
mentors. Buds and their peers spend 
time together, attend events, and talk 
frequently. The Best Buddies Club is in its 
second year at Southern Middle School, 
in which members meet twice a month 
at school and also participate in outside 
activities.

Although last year’s Autism Walk raised 
more than $4,000, the club does not have 
a specific goal set for this year and mon-
etary donations are welcome, Southern 
Middle School teacher Karen Somerville 
said.

Participation packets for the Autism Walk 
are available at each of the District’s school 
offices. Individuals or teams may take part 
in the walk. For more information, contact 
Karen Somerville at karen.somerville@
sycsd.org. 

Best Buddies’ member, Justin Barrow, designed 
a poster to help promote the Autism Walk and 
Healthy Kids Day.

Members of the Best Buddies club work together to plan outside 
events.
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Susquehannock High School

All Sports Booster Club and Alumni 
Association

Celebrity 
Golf  Tournament 

Because of the weather forecast for heavy rain and thunderstorms, the eighth annual 
Celebrity Golf Tournament originally scheduled for Friday, May 16, 2014, has been 

rescheduled to Friday, June 27, 2014. Registration will be held from 6:00 – 6:45 a.m. and 
tournament play begins at 7:00 a.m.

Featuring:

 Date ..................................................................................Friday, June 27, 2014
 Location  ........................................ Hickory Heights Golf Course, Spring Grove
 Time  .................................................................................................... 7:00 a.m.
 Format  .............................................................Four-Person Best Ball Scramble
 Entry Fee  ..................................................$85 per Golfer / $340 per Foursome

Entry Includes — Greens Fees; Cart for 18 Holes; Continental Breakfast;  
Catered Hot Lunch; Raffles

Detach here and return to:
Chuck Abbott, Athletic Director - Susquehannock High School - PO Box 128 - Glen Rock, PA 17327

Phone:  (717) 235-4811/Extension 4240; e-mail: chuck.abbott@sycsd.org

all checks are payable to sycsd foundation - celebrity golf 

Contact Person / Phone Number / e-mail _______________________________________________

1.  _____________________________________________________________________________

2.  _____________________________________________________________________________

3.  _____________________________________________________________________________

4.  _____________________________________________________________________________

all proceeds benefit the susquehannock high school all-sports booster club scholarship fund and
the susquehannock alumni association programs, including continued work on the susquehannock 

alumni field house
for more information, click here
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Southern York County School District 
2014-15 BUDGET AT A GLANCE 

 
 

 2014-15 Proposed Final Budget 

 
The Southern York County School District has proposed a $50.8 
million budget for the 2014-15 fiscal year.  
 
The plan uses $1.6 million of fund balance, a 2.46% tax increase, and 
involves changes to the health care program and staffing. The plan 
approved by the Board of Education on April 17 includes the loss of 
eight positions and structures some full-time positions to part-time – 
all due to attrition. This brings the total to more than 54 positions the 
District has eliminated over the last five years.   
 
The proposed 2.46% tax increase is slightly less than the PA 
Department of Education (PDE) index of 2.5%.  This is the seventh 
consecutive year the District’s tax rate increase is less than the PDE 
index.  The estimated median residential property valued at $177,000 
would see an increase of $76.11.  It should be noted that the tax rate 
will not be approved until the May 22, 2014 School Board meeting, 
but the rate will not increase above the 2.46%. 
 
Increases in expenses include mandated special education costs, 
legislated contributions to the state retirement system, and premium 
increases for health insurance.  Changes were made to the health 
insurance program, which result is reduced health care costs.   
 
Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Thomas Hensley, stated “We have an 
organization-wide culture of cost effective operations that continues to 
position us well to maintain our excellent educational program despite 
the economic challenges we are faced with.” 
 
The Board of Education will vote on the 2014-15 final budget at its 
May 22nd meeting.  Copies of the proposed final budget are available 
for inspection at the District’s Administrative Offices, all school 
offices, and the District’s website. 
 

Quality Educational Program for All Students 

Your tax dollar supports a quality educational program for all students.  
During the recent economic crisis, budget cuts have been difficult and 
have resulted in reduced services and staffing levels across every 
segment of the School District.  We stand committed, however, to 
deliver a quality educational program for all students. We will 
continue to redeploy teachers in order to maintain appropriate class 
sizes at all levels.  We remain focused and committed to sustaining 
high student achievement.  

 

 Southern York 
County School District  

is dedicated to high 
student achievement.  

 
Our top priority remains 
our students. Helping 

them achieve academic 
growth is our daily 

focus. 
 

 Pennsylvania School 

Performance Profile 

 All three of our 
elementary schools 

ranked in the top five 
when compared to all 

other kindergarten 
through sixth grade 

schools in York County.  

 Southern Middle School 
ranked second in 

comparison to other 
York County middle 

schools serving grades 
seven and eight. 

 Susquehannock High 
School ranked second 
in comparison to other 

York County high 
schools. 

Advanced Placement 

Program (AP) 

 In 2013, 247 
Susquehannock High 

School students 
participated in the AP 
program.  For those 

students who took the 
exam, 89% scored a 3 or 

higher (most colleges 
grant college placement 
and credit to students 
who obtain scores of 3 
or higher on exams). 
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York County School Districts in the LIU 

  

2013-14  
Real Estate 

Tax Mills 

2011-12 
Equalized 

Mills * 
York City 33.7361 30.4 
Northeastern 24.92 21.6 
Red Lion 22.3888 22.4 
Dallastown 22.26 22.7 
Dover 21.483 22.6 
South Eastern 21.4706 21.1 
York Suburban 21.0381 23.2 
West York  20.6731 21.5 
Spring Grove 20.5048 19.3 
Eastern 19.77 19.9 
Hanover 18.83 20.0 
Central 17.76 18.7 
Southern 17.51 17.6 
South Western 17.24 15.7 
* 2011-12 is the most recent equalized mill data. 
 

 

2014-2015 BUDGET AT A GLANCE 

 

The Southern York County School District’s proposed budget for 2014-15 includes a 2.46% real 
estate tax increase (0.43 mills).  This results in an additional $76.11 for the current median 
assessed home of $177,000 in the Southern York County School District.  

The tax increase is slightly below the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) taxing index 
of 2.5%.  The index is the amount determined by PDE as the allowable tax increase for the 
Southern York County School District. This is the seventh consecutive year the School District’s 
tax increase is below the PDE index. It is worth mentioning that the strategy of many school 
districts is to tax at or near the PDE index – a strategy that is difficult to dispute because of the 
uncertainties of revenue sources and known expenditure increases. It should be noted, however, 
that this is not the strategy of our Board of Education. The strategy of our Board of Education is 
to do everything possible to maintain the lowest possible tax rate necessary to carry on our 
outstanding educational program.   

 

Tax Rates and Equalized Mills 

The table shows the real estate tax rate and 
equalized mills of the District in comparison to 
other York County school districts.  

What is a Mill? 

A mill is a unit of currency that is equivalent to 
1/1000 of a dollar (1/10 of one cent or $.001). 
A mill levy is the number of dollars a taxpayer 
must pay for every $1,000 of assessed value. 
For example, the current 2013-14 real estate tax 
rate of 17.51 mills results in a tax bill of $1,751 
for a home assessed at $100,000.  

What is an Equalized Mill?                             

An equalized mill is a standard millage calculated 
by dividing a school district’s total taxes by its total market value.  In other words, equalized mills 
express tax rates as a percentage of market value. Equalized mills are used to provide real 
comparisons of actual tax efforts across district lines.  This comparison is important because the 
calculation includes the entire market value of school districts, including residential and 
commercial properties.  

 

Southern York County School District remains next to the lowest in York County for  

real estate millage and equalized millage rates. 
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2014-15 BUDGET AT A GLANCE 
 

REVENUE 

Local 

Local revenue growth continues to be slow.  
While there is some growth in realty transfer 
tax, earned income tax growth is very slow.  
The proposed budget includes a 2.46% tax 
increase, which is less than the allowable 
index of 2.5%.  Overall local revenue growth 
is 2.75%.  

 

State 

The budget for basic education subsidy is based upon the governor’s proposal and reflects no 
increase at this time. Special education subsidy, per the governor’s proposal, is expected to 
increase by about $30,000, which is the first special education subsidy increase in seven years. 
PSERS (retirement) revenue reflects a significant increase. This is because the state pays 50% of 
the district’s expense and this expense has increased significantly.  

Actual state revenues received in 2008-09 from all state sources were $14,055,881.  Four years 
later in 2012-13, actual state revenues were $14,122,898 or only 0.5% higher than 2008-09.  The 
dollar increase over the four year period was only $67,017.  While the state’s share of the 
pension obligation increased by more than $860,000 during this time period, other state revenues 
declined significantly. There does not seem to be any indication that actual state revenues for 
2013-14 and 2014-15 will be any better. 

 

Federal 

Federal funding for 
2014-15 is budgeted 
based upon the 
current years actual, 
which has declined 
by $25,000. Federal 
funding has dwindled 
to only 0.58% of the 
district budget. 
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2014-2015 BUDGET AT A GLANCE 

EXPENDITURES 

 

Balancing the 2014-15 budget was difficult because of three main expenditure drivers: medical 
insurance, retirement costs, and special education services costs.  The original budget proposed 
in November 2013 showed a deficit of more than $3.6 million.  Significant changes to the 
medical insurance 
program were negotiated 
taking premium 
increases from more than 
17% down to 
approximately 6%.  
Other cuts from the 
November preliminary 
budget include nine 
professional staff 
positions, restructuring 
existing vacant support staff positions, operations equipment, and technology equipment.  Final 
determinations of the staff positions to be cut and restructured will be made later in the budget 
process. 

The budget in 2014-15 shows an expenditure increase of $1,192,671 or 2.4%.  The three areas of 
medical insurance, retirement costs, and special education services are $1,577,071 of the overall 
expenditure increase, which required cuts to other areas. 
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Revenues 2014-15 Budget 2013-14 Budget

Local Revenue $33,394,855 $32,500,897

State Revenue $15,482,016 $14,958,234

Federal Revenue $298,878 $323,947

Fund Balance Use $1,639,000 $1,839,000

Total Revenue $50,814,749 $49,622,078

Total Expenditures and Other Financing Uses 

2014-15 Budget 2013-14 Budget

Regular Programs - Elementary / Secondary $21,485,956 $20,808,474

Special Programs - Elementary / Secondary $6,810,544 $6,599,571

Vocational Education $750,654 $783,640

Other Instructional / Higher Ed Programs $402,139 $406,460

Support Services - Student $1,676,993 $1,726,399

Support Services - Instructional Staff $1,348,801 $1,316,616

Support Services - Administration $3,106,467 $2,995,609

Support Services - Pupil Health $478,580 $401,765

Support Services - Business $915,168 $895,016

Operation and Maintenance of Plant Services $3,819,531 $3,854,554

Student Transportation Services $2,101,315 $1,913,656

Support Services - Central $1,143,246 $1,042,609

Other Support Services $34,000 $34,000

Student Activities / Community Services $948,015 $907,813

Interfund Transfers Out of the General Fund $5,493,340 $5,635,896

Budgetary Reserve $300,000 $300,000

$50,814,749 $49,622,078  

14




